Deaf Youth:
What Does the Data Tell Us?

There are about 280,000 deaf young people in the United States between the ages
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of 16 and 24.

Deaf young people in the United States who are between the ages of 16 and 24 are a highly diverse
group—while some of them are still in high school, many are working or continuing their education.
However, more deaf youth are not working or going to school, compared to hearing people in the
same age group. This is an opportunity to improve systems of support so more deaf youth have
equitable access in school and the workplace.
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Fewer deaf youth have completed high school, some college, or a bachelor’s

degree than their hearing peers.
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Deaf youth who are BIPOC, deafdisabled, and deafblind face more barriers in
educational systems, as demonstrated by educational completion rates.
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It's important to remember that deaf youth are not all the same—they have different backgrounds and
experiences. Unfortunately, fewer deaf young people are completing high school, attending college,
or earning a bachelor’s degree compared to their hearing peers. This is even more challenging for
deaf youth who are BIPOC, deafdisabled, or deafblind, as they face additional barriers in the education
system, leading to lower completion rates. To support this diverse population, we need to find ways to
ensure that our programs are inclusive and accessible. It's crucial to identify and address the gaps in
our current support systems to ensure we are uplifting transition-age youth.
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Among deaf youth between the

ages of 16 and 24, How Engaged Are Deaf Youth
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Deaf youth are disconnected at higher rates than the national average of 12.6%.
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4 © 2023 National Deaf Center on Postsecondary Outcomes
Deaf Youth: What Does the Data Tell Us? licensed under Creative Commons BY-NC-ND 4.0 International



DEAF YOUTH: WHAT DOES THE DATA TELL US?

The data in this report comes from the American Community Survey (ACS), which is a yearly survey
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau. It gives us the most up-to-date information about education
trends for deaf people in the United States. We used survey participants who identified as deaf or
having serious difficulty hearing to represent the deaf population in our analyses. These estimates
are based on a sample of 12,181 deaf people between the ages of 16 and 24 from 2017 to 2021. For
additional details, please refer to our FAQs page, which provides more information about the ACS
data.
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